
21st Februrary 2021 
 

Jesus prays for his disciples 
John 17:6-19 

 
1. What is the purpose of this whole prayer being said in the presence of the disciples? 

(see v.13) How will that work? 
 
2. v.6-10. What are some of the great things Jesus says in his description of the disciples? 
 
3. What would it have been like for the disciples to hear this? 
 
4. v.11-19. What is the situation the disciples are left in by Jesus?  

(How do all the in/of/out of/into the world work together?) 
 
5. So what does Jesus pray for them? (v.11, 17) 
 
6. What would it have been like for the disciples to hear this? 
 
7. What is our connection with the disciples now? How should we view them and their 

writings? When is this a challenge? 
 
 
Note to leaders 
This is a rich passage with lots of ideas that I will not be able to explore in the sermon, but 
which could come up in discussion. Here a few comments which I hope will help. Please 
also get in touch if you have other questions. Matt 
 
“The Name” – The name of the Father is referred to in verses 11 and 12 as the means of 
the protection of the disciples. It is also in verse 6 (though hidden in NIV 2011) as what 
has been revealed to the disciples. In the Bible the name of God is very closely tied to who 
he is and what he does (in a way so distant to our use of names). The character of God is 
his name, so they are protected by God’s power and grace and love, which is all tied up in 
his name. 
 
“That they may be one as we are one” – The mention of the unity of the disciples comes 
in v.11 and is the result of God’s protection. This idea will come up much more in verses 
20 to 26 so we will explore it more next week. The trinity of God are perfectly united with 
each other, in particular in their mission to the world. The prayer of the Son is that the 
disciples will be similarly united in their mission. 
 
“The world” – All through John the world is spoken of as humanity in rejection of God. 
 
“The evil one” – v.15, the devil. 
 
“Sanctify” – v.17-19, other versions mix in the use of the word “consecrate”, but it is the 
same word, and all from the root word “holy” (also used in v.11 about the Father). It is not 
here meaning the progressive removal of sin as we often understand sanctify to mean 
(e.g. in Paul’s letters) but rather that something is set apart for special use by God (e.g. 
implements in the temple.) Both Jesus and the disciples are set apart to do the special 
mission of God. 


