
6th June 2021 
 

Hebrews 8:1-9:14 
 

Approach confidently because of Jesus’ priestly ministry! 
 
 
Intro Questions 
 

Have you ever been in trouble with a headteacher/boss (I’ve managed to score on both those 
fronts!) and been called into their office? What emotions does someone experience as they 
make the journey to knock on the door of an angry boss? Do you ever experience these 
emotions in relation to God, and how do you try to deal with them? 
  
In Hebrews, the question of whether God really welcomes us in, and on what basis, is key. 
Jesus’s perfect priestly work alone means we can be confident that God’s door is open to us. 
This helps us with 1. Approaching him today in prayer with confidence; 2. Having assurance of 
God’s blessing upon arrival. But putting our full confidence in Christ’s priesthood alone is not 
easy or automatic: it takes careful listening to all God is saying about his Son so that we reject 
faulty entry strategies. So now would be a good time to read this long passage again! 

 
8:1-6  Introducing Jesus’ priestly ministry 
 

• Here the author compares Jesus’ new covenant priestly ministry with the old covenant 
priestly ministry. Brainstorm all the comparisons and contrasts you can find under the 
following headings: 

1. Sanctuary;  2. Sacrifices;  3. Covenant. 
 

• The author claims that as a shadow is to a real object, so is the earthly, old-covenant  
priestly ministry to Jesus’ heavenly ministry. How does this challenge your view of reality? 
What makes it hard to believe that Jesus’ heavenly ministry is the true real-thing? 

 
The author now unpacks the three different aspects of Jesus’ priestly ministry (8:7-13 the 
covenant instituting his ministry; 9:1-14 the sanctuary where he ministers; 9:15-10:18 the 
sacrifice offered in his ministry). We will cover the first and second today. 

 
8:7-13  Jesus’ New Covenant 
 

• What do we learn about the real relationship promised under the New Covenant, and how 
does it relate to what the Old Covenant achieved? 

 

• The Old Covenant was based on human performance (e.g. human faithfulness, or human 
priestly ministry). Are you ever tempted to put your confidence for relationship with God 
in human performance (your own or others’)? What would be so tragic about going back 
to a relationship with God based on human performance? 

 
9:1-14  Jesus’ Heavenly Sanctuary 
 

• Try to summarise the basic layout of the earthly tabernacle and its meaning (NB. you 
don’t have to guess the meaning, because we’re told what the Holy Spirit meant)! How do 
the limitations of the ministry of earthly priests highlight what Christ has now achieved 
for us? 

 



• Jesus’ ministry takes us permanently higher (into the Heaven sanctuary forever, not just 
into a sanctuary on Earth once a year) because it goes deeper (cleansing our consciences 
not just our washing us externally). But how does that make it less tangible and visible? 

 

• What do you think we need to help us find confidence on the basis of Jesus’ intangible, 
invisible priestly ministry? What might that look like in practice for you? 


